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Brooklyn Bureau of Community Services, Ste-
ven was recently a of a Department of Em-
ployment study for job retention in the food in-
dustry in New York City. He is also a trustee
for Local 348S Food and Commercial Workers
Union and the Director of the Koni Arts Foun-
dation. In addition, he has worked on environ-
mental issues, including water, power, and
food waste, with both the city and the state.

From the 1980’s until recently, Steven has
worked for Blue Ridge Farms as the Govern-
ment Community and Public Relations Direc-
tor, as well as the Personnel Director. He was
instrumental in providing donations to the
community, including aiding at Ground Zero.
Furthermore, he helped the company save
over 500 jobs. He has also worked in food
banks, homeless shelters, block associations,
local police councils, youth groups, and senior
centers. He currently is working with Aviation
Systems of New York to develop technology
to prevent explosions in airplanes, and is a
consultant to World Vision, Inc. a music man-
agement and entertainment corporation.

Mr. Speaker, Steven Kaplansky has spent
his life working tirelessly on behalf of his com-
munity. As such, I urge my colleagues to join
me in honoring this truly remarkable man.
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Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, Friday,
June 14, 2002, marks the first ‘‘National Small
Cities Day’’ in honor of smaller communities of
our country. I would like to help make our col-
leagues aware of this event and the significant
role that small cities play in making up our
great Nation.

An overwhelming majority of Americans live
in cities with populations under 25,000. These
small cities form the backbone of our Nation
and contribute enormously to the character of
all Americans. It is in these cities that we find
the spirit of America in which we take so much
pride and give so much to protect.

Living in a small city affords Americans the
ability to involve themselves in the building of
a community through involvement with local
schools, government, and the daily activities
which go into raising their community’s chil-
dren to be responsible, virtuous citizens.

Small cities across America will be joining
each other today to recognize the contribu-
tions to our way of life made by their commu-
nities and those who live in them and help
them thrive. We should all join them in recog-
nizing and thanking our citizens who comprise
these communities for all that they have done
and continue to do every day.
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Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express my sincere appreciation for

those men and women currently serving in our
armed forces, in particular those who are en-
gaged in the war against terrorism.

My home state of Oregon welcomed ships
from the U.S. Navy, U.S. Coast Guard and the
Canadian Fleet during our annual Rose Fes-
tival held this past week. I would like to thank
Captain Terry Bragg, Commodore Destroyer
Squadron One, his staff and crew aboard the
USS Paul F. Foster. The Paul F. Foster and
crew will soon be deployed in support of En-
during Freedom.

Also I would like to thank Rear Admiral Er-
roll M. Brown, District Commander of the 13th
Coast Guard District, the Men and Women
aboard the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Hamilton
for their appearance at this event.

I can assure you that the leadership, mo-
rale, and dedication of all the officers aboard
these ships were of the highest caliber as well
as those men and women who serve aboard
these ships. I can truly, say, the defense of
our nation is in good hands when we have
such professionals as those aboard the ships
that visited Oregon this past weekend. All
serve our country with pride and all Americans
should be proud of them.

When we ask people to put their lives on
the line to protect our country, we have a pro-
found obligation to honor our promises to
those whose service has kept our nation free.
The men and women who have served our
country so honorably know best that freedom
is never free, that it is only won and defended
with great sacrifices.

Once again I want to extend my gratitude
and pride to all the men and women who
serve our country, in the armed forces.

You make us all proud.
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Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker, I join

with my colleague, Mr. BLUMENAUER and the
others, in condemning the executive order
issued late last week which will allow our air
traffic control system to be commercialized
and privatized.

We in Congress passed legislation strength-
ening our public transportation systems to help
insure greater safety and the prevention of ter-
rorism. We have recently federalized airport
security and baggage inspection. Are we, at
the same time, turning over absolutely essen-
tial air traffic control to the private sector,
which utterly failed in airport security? How is
this going to increase public confidence in air
travel ?

It is outrageous to propose actually
privatizing a government service as essential
as assuring the safe and orderly operation of
the thousands of airline flights daily. When the
private sector cannot perform an important
and vital service adequately, it becomes es-
sential that the government assure that it is
performed to public expectations. That has be-
come the case with air travel. It flies in the
face of logic that any steps be taken toward
dismantling the air traffic control system and
turning functions over to the private sector.

I have been working with and debating offi-
cials in the Administration on the merits of
privatizing government functions. As a mem-
ber of the House Armed Services Committee,
I have been deeply concerned about the
outsourcing of military jobs for many months.
Clearly, this is another attempt to bring the pri-
vate sector in to perform duties carried out by
the civil service and other professionals.

Mr. Speaker, I am not against the private
sector nor making a profit. But there are in-
stances where making profits should be a to-
tally secondary consideration. Profit must not
be the bottom line in assuring public air travel
safety.

Perhaps privatizing OMB would be a good
next step. It might bring some level of com-
mon sense to the Administration.
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Ms. MCCULLUM. Mr. Speaker, I would like

to officially state for the record that I incor-
rectly recorded my vote on rollcall No. 225 as
a ‘‘yea’’ vote. I intended to vote ‘‘no’’ against
passage of the Tax Limitation Amendment to
the Constitution, H. J. Res. 96.
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WEST GENESEE WILDCATS, 2002
NEW YORK STATE LACROSSE
CHAMPIONS
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Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to celebrate

a victorious day for West Genesee High
School as both the men’s and women’s la-
crosse teams captured the New York State
Lacrosse Division 1, Class A Championship ti-
tles. It was a memorable day that will go down
in history for the Wildcats, as both teams
soared triumphantly to the top.

The day began as the women’s team trav-
eled to Cortland, New York to defend their
state title, and this is exactly what they accom-
plished. The team ended their undefeated
season with a 15–11 win. Later that afternoon
at Hofstra University, the men’s lacrosse team
regained the State title with an exciting 10–9
victory. As Coach Mike Messere stated ‘‘It was
one of the most exciting games I’ve seen.’’

West Genesee Lacrosse has always had
the reputation for a stellar program, and as
displayed this past weekend, the program con-
tinues to generate gifted athletes. These stu-
dents work year-round to master the sport,
and because of their relentless hard work,
dedication, and passion for the game, they
came out true champions.

I am proud of these devoted athletes, and I
commend the coaching staff, parents, and en-
tourage of supporters who traveled this long
road with them. This type of outcome does not
happen overnight, nor is it a result of just one
season. It takes years of dedication to get
such results, and this entire team should be
proud of their accomplishments.

I would like to acknowledge the athletes and
coaching staff who brilliantly represented their
school, county, and state this past weekend:
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